Connect with the Pulse of Afrikan Music
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hree Rivers Institute of Afrikan Art & Culture offers workshops, private lessons, and drum circles for learners of all ages. Through collaboration with Identity Counts Cultural Consultants, TRIAAC specializes in the traditional village-style drumming of the Mandé-speaking people of Guinea and Mali, West Afrika. Through structured workshops, private lessons, and drum circles, we offer children, seniors, and adult learners the opportunity to get rhythmically connected.

Workshop Instruction occurs in repeating 7-week cycles

Workshops and private instruction are available for learners of all ages. 


Tuesday,  5‐8 years, Private Instruction

4:30‐6:30PM, by appointment—$15.00/30min

Wednesday, adult learners, Ensemble Workshop

6:00-7:30PM, $150.00/7-week session

Thursday, 5-8 years, Private Instruction 

4:30-6:30PM, by appointment—$15.00/30min 

Friday, 9-12 years, jenbé and dunun drum workshop
4:00‐5:30PM—$140.00/7‐week session

Friday, adult learner, Community Drum Circle
6:00-7:30PM—free‐will offering

Saturday, Pre-school Private Instruction 
9-10:20AM, & 1-3PM, by appointment—$10.00/20min

Saturday, 9-12 years, Drumming & Art Workshop 

10:30AM-12:00PM—$150.00/7-week session

Sunday, 13-18 years, Three Rivers Jenbé Ensemble Rehearsal 
4:30PM-7:30PM—Open Audition, $215.00/semester upon acceptance to TRJE 

Instructor

Kétu Oladuwa has taught traditional Malinké village-style drumming, from Guinea and Mali, West Afrika, for more than a decade in metropolitan Fort Wayne. As lead artist of Identity Counts Cultural Consultants, he has taught young learners in schools, universities, and community centers. In 2007, he founded the Three Rivers Institute of Afrikan Art & Culture, where he serves as the artistic director for the Three Rivers Jenbé Ensemble.   

With a master’s degree from the Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University, and a bachelor’s degree from Fordham University at Lincoln Center, Oladuwa has been steeped in the arts  for the last 40 years. His recent study has been with traditional Mandé artists, including Moussa Bolokada Condé, Moustapha Bangoura, Famoudou Konaté, and Mamady Kéita. Kétu pursues his work with the passion of one who knows the restorative power of music and words.
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